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Advertising Categories … judging instructions on page 1. 

BNC /Newspaper/Newsroom& Individual’s Categories … judging instructions on pages 2 – 6. 

  

CRITERIA/ Judge’s Instructions  
Excellence in Advertising Categories 

1: BEST BLACK & WHITE AD 

Can be any size ad 10 col. Inches or larger. Entry form may include an explanation of why entry is a winning entry.  

2: BEST COLOR AD 

Can be any size ad 10 col. Inches or larger. Entry form may include an explanation of why entry is a winning entry. 

3: MOST EFFECTIVE USE OF PAID SMALL SPACE  

Any type of display advertising that is no larger than 10 column inches (1x2, 1x10, 2x2, 2x3).  

4: BEST PUBLIC NOTICE SECTION 

Judged on prominence, educational outreach to readers and visual appeal.  

5: BEST SPECIAL SECTION 

Entries judged on originality, copy, layout, typography and reader appeal.  

6: BEST ONLINE AD (STATIC)  

Ad must be fixed, with no moving parts. Buttons and banner welcome. Can be paid or a house ad. Creativity  

and effectiveness of design and message will be criteria for judging. 

7: BEST ONLINE AD (ANIMATED) 

Ad may be .jpg, .gif or Flash. Must have an animated or dynamic element.  

Can be paid or a house ad. Creativity and effectiveness of design and message will be criteria for judging.  

8: BEST CLASSIFIED SECTION 

Judged on overall design of pages, classification of items, appeal and ease of understanding by reader of  

how to submit ads.  

9: BEST NEWSPAPER PROMOTION AD, SERIES OR SECTION  

Any ad, ad series (combine multiple pages into one PDF) or section promoting a newspaper’s circulation,  

advertising, editorial or other departments. Include explanation if necessary.  

10: BEST PRO BONO/PUBLIC SERVICE AD 

Any size ad created at no charge for a local nonprofit organization or event. Public service ads sold on SIG,  

business card or logo pages are eligible. 

 

 

BNC / Newspaper/Newsroom/Individual Categories – judging instructions on pages 2 – 6. 
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CRITERIA/ Judge’s Instructions  

NEWSPAPER Categories 1-8 
Categories 1, 2, 3, 5, COMPLETE NEWSPAPERS of three predetermined dates 

1: REPORTING & NEWS WRITING EXCELLENCE 

What the judges look for: Do the stories show enterprise and originality? Are they well organized? Do they have clarity and 

carry the reader to the end? Is language and vocabulary effective? Does the publication adhere to news style? Are the ledes 

effective, do they carry the reader into the story? Do the stories consistently draw relevant connections for readers? Do the 

stories appear to be balanced and fair? Are multiple sources used?  

2: DEPARTMENTAL NEWS & COPY EDITING EXCELLENCE 

What the judges look for: Does the entry demonstrate excellence in all areas of news coverage? Do the stories appeal to a 

broad range of interests?  How well do the stories read — their polish? Judges will make judgments based on the flaws they  

see as they casually scan through the stories as a reader would. The judges may score an entry with an absence of copy editing 

flaws higher than one with apparent flaws. 

3: PAGE DESIGN EXCELLENCE  

What the judges look for: Does the overall page promote readability? Is the presentation consistent throughout the paper?  

Are all typographic details consistent and readable? Does the paper make good use of entry points to stories, i.e. varied 

headlines, photos, graphics, etc? Are there quality photos that grab readers and draw them into the publication? Is the content 

of inside pages well organized, logical and consistent? Does the presswork show quality? Are photos and graphics reproduced 

well? If color is available, was it used well? 

4: EDITORIAL PAGE EXCELLENCE  

EDITORIAL PAGE(S) ONLY - DOES NOT REQUIRE ENTIRE NEWSPAPER 

What the judges look for: Does the paper present opinions and viewpoints in an inviting format that displays multiple views  

on relevant issues? Do the editorials and columns serve as interpretations of issues by demonstrating how issues affect read ers  

in their communities? Are readers invited and encouraged to share their viewpoints with the paper’s readership? Are opinions 

and commentary presented on a wide range of issues - local, state, national and international? Do editorial cartoons, if used, 

consistently serve the function of providing alternate views on important public issues? 

5: BEST USE OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

What the judges look for: Do the photos demonstrate technical quality and expertise in reproduction? Are photos used 

consistently throughout the paper to accent stories, tell their own stories and improve page design? Are the photos composed, 

cropped and sized well? Are the photos active and engaging? Do stand-alone photos tell relevant stories? Do news photos 

demonstrate enterprise and creativity? Are feature photos unique and original, with atypical viewpoints and angles?  

6: COMMUNITY SERVICE/JOURNALISTIC ACHIEVEMENT 

DOES NOT REQUIRE ENTIRE NEWSPAPER 

Community Service and Journalistic Achievement is one category. Entries should show how the newspaper is a part of its -

community, the effect it has on the community, and the results it generates, through good journalism. Materials submitted can 

be any number of single stories, investigative or special project stories or series, on various topics.  

A letter from the editor or publisher describing the newspaper’s role in the community is required. May also submit letters to the 

editor that show Community Service/Journalistic Achievement. Scrapbooks are not required.  

Continues next page 
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Continued from previous page/#6 Community Service/Journalistic Achievement 

Judges will evaluate entries on the basis of: 

1. Enterprise:   Considers such elements as originality of effort, comprehensiveness of research conducted, extent  

of commitment of time, personnel, thoroughness, balance, resourcefulness shown in overcoming obstacles, degree  

of follow-through. 

2. Significance:   Among considerations are the scope of the project, relevance to the community, timeliness and 

effectiveness in advancing public understanding, delineating problems, providing a frame work for solutions or  

stimulating reform. 

3. Execution:   Considers all elements of how the project is presented, such as the degree to  which a series follows a 

 logical progression, the clarity and readability of the text, quality and impact of photos, skills in utilizing other graphics 

where appropriate, attractiveness and suitability of layout or news play. 

Judges will also look at the newspapers’ useful service to the community. Basic considerations should include broad  

social appeal and impact, specific goals, community participation, utilization of resources, effect on formulating 

community opinions and degree of enhancement of the paper’s image as a good citizen. 

7: SPECIAL SECTION OR MAGAZINE 

Up to three pieces may be submitted as separate entries, but only one may win a contest placement. Is the topic of 

particular interest to the reader/audience for this newspaper? Do photos and copy effectively develop a local theme of 

the special section and thus contain a substantial amount of locally-generated editorial matter? Are headlines and 

cutlines interesting and accurate? Do layout and typography enhance the overall product? Does the section fill a 

community need or interest? Does it work well as a special section or magazine to the newspaper proper? 

8: NEWSPAPER WEBSITE 

Judges should visit all the newspapers on one single date to have a same-day comparison.  

Choose the best website based on the following criteria: news content, design and presentation, interactivity and  

connectivity to other sites of interest.  

 

CRITERIA/ Judge’s Instructions  

INDIVIDUAL’S Categories 9 - 23 

HEADLINES 

9: BEST HEADLINE 

In recognition of the editorial skill and judgment necessary to write a headline that draws the attention of the reader to  

a particular article. Judging is based on effectiveness of a headline (and subhead, if used) to engage the reader. In this 

individual category only, each author may submit unlimited headlines that he or she has written.  

 

Instructions continue next page 
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Continued from previous page 

STORIES 

10: BEST NEWS STORY 

This category is defined as the coverage of a single news event, planned and anticipated, or breaking, or spot news. The 

entry may include side bars published by the same writer in the same edition as the general news story. Entry will be 

judged on quality of writing, thoroughness of fact and continuity of thought. Do the stories show enterprise and 

originality? Does the subject covered have significant impact? Are all the stories consistently well written? Is there 

consistently good use of language and vocabulary? Are complex issues broken down in ways the reader can understand?  

11: BEST SUSTAINED COVERAGE OR SERIES  

This category is defined as a series or package of stories (Min. 3 - Max. of 8) on the same subject that combines the 

elements of news and/or feature writing. The series can be published in a single issue or a sequence of issues. The bulk of 

the series must have been published during the contest period. Entries will be judged on quality of writing, ability to hold 

readers’ interest, enterprise, impact and thoroughness. Do the stories appear to be balanced and fair? Are the ledes 

effective? Do the stories consistently draw relevant connections for the readers, the impact the issue or event may have 

on them or the community?  

12: INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING  

For a story or series of stories that demonstrates the newspaper’s ability to obtain hard-to-get information, facts and 

details and put them in compelling story form. Entries will be judged on quality of writing, completeness of coverage, 

ability to hold readers’ interest, impact and thoroughness. Do the stories appear to be balanced and fair? Are the ledes 

effective? Do the stories consistently draw relevant connections for the readers, the impact the issue or event may have 

on them or the community? 

13: BEST SPORTS STORY  

This category is confined to a news story dealing with a sports subject or personality. Entry judged on the quality or 

writing. 

14: BEST TEAM, SPORT OR SPORTS BEAT COVERAGE  

This category is defined as a series or package of (3-8 stories) sports stories covering a specific school, team or sport. Will 

be judged on quality of writing and completeness of coverage.  

15: BEST FEATURE STORY  

This category is defined as a single story in which the writer stresses the elements of feature writing. Entry will be judged 

on impact, quality of writing and ability of the writer to hold the readers’ interest. 

16: ENTERPRISE REPORTING  

This category is for stories demonstrating creative ideas, innovative approach, initiative and reporting that goes beyond 

routine. Judging will be based on writing, style, enterprise and ability to hold readers’ interest. Entry may be a single article 

or up to 3 parts in a series.  

17: BEST COLUMN, FEATURE OR COMMENTARY  

This category includes any byline, serious, issue-oriented commentary column that appears as a regular feature of the 

newspaper. Entries judged on quality of writing and style, and effectiveness of presentation. 

 

 



5 
 

18: BEST MULTIMEDIA STORYTELLING  

Awarded for quality presentation of a single story or series, incorporating text, images and interactive elements. You must 

include the URL of the multimedia story. 

19: ONLINE COVERAGE OF BREAKING NEWS 

Submit coverage of a single breaking news event within a 24-hour news cycle. May include any multimedia or supplement 
coverage with social media elements (Twitter or Facebook); video, audio,  which the story was developed and ultimately 
produced for web presentation. Entries must include URLs or screenshots. 
Judging will be based on timeliness of initial news bulletin and extent of coverage; interactivity; use of headlines, photos, 
graphics and video; and creative use of technology.  

PHOTOS / Full-tear sheets 20 – 23 

20: BEST NEWS PHOTOGRAPH  

This category includes photographs of general news value that are planned or unplanned. Entries judged on quality of 

photograph, composition, emotional impact and completeness.  

21: BEST SPORTS PHOTOGRAPH   

This category is defined as any single photograph related to a sports subject. Entry judged on quality of photograph, 

composition, emotional impact and completeness.  

22: BEST FEATURE PHOTOGRAPH   

This category includes any single photograph that demonstrates elements of feature photography, captures the essence of  

an individual personality or one that represents a portrait story. Entry judged on quality of photograph, composition and 

emotional impact.  

23: BEST FEATURE PHOTO LAYOUT OR PHOTO STORY 

This entry is defined as any series of photographs in any one issue on any subject. Entry will be judged on quality and 

effectiveness of presentation as well as layout, captions and text in telling the story. 
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CRITERIA/ Judge’s Instructions 

ANA Best of the Year Categories 
24: STORY OF THE YEAR:  DAILY AND NON-DAILY 

All the first-place entries in categories 11 to 18 will automatically compete for outstanding story of the year.  

All entries should be judged by a panel of at least three industry professionals.  

Does the entry demonstrate excellence in all areas of news coverage? Is the topic of particular interest to the reader/audience 

for this newspaper? Does the entry show enterprise and originality? Does the presentation promote readability? Judging also 

based  

on quality and impact. 

25: PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR: DAILY AND NON-DAILY  

Candidates must be nominated by the Publisher, Managing Editor or Editor. Nomination must include a letter explaining  

why candidate should be chosen. Each entry should include 6 to 10 samples of the nominee’s work.  

There is no limit to how many nominations can come from a newspaper. All entries should be judged by a panel of at least  

three industry professionals. Published during contest period.  

Judging based on creativity, quality and impact. Entries must demonstrate a clear aesthetic ability. Does the photographer show 

variety and versatility? Photos should be dynamic and/or thought-provoking. Are the pictures original? Do they tell a compelling 

story? Criteria includes the overall quality of the photographer's published work and actions demonstrating significant impac t on 

their community, their newspaper and/or the newspaper industry. Entries should showcase the photographer's dedication, 

thoroughness and talent, and reflect the photographer's ability to go above and beyond. Judges should consider creativity, 

composition, style/originality, cropping and quality. 

26: JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR: DAILY AND NON-DAILY 

Candidates (including editors, columnists, reporters, special section editors) must be nominated by the Publisher,  

Managing Editor or Editor. Nomination must include a one page letter explaining why their candidate should be chosen  

Journalist of the Year.  

Each entry packet should include 6 samples of the nominee’s work (no sidebars, please). There is no limit to how many 

nominations can come from a newspaper. All entries will be judged by a panel of at least three industry professionals.  

Judging based on creativity, quality and impact.  

Criteria includes the overall quality of the journalist's published work and actions demonstrating significant impact on  

their community, their newspaper and/or the newspaper industry. Entries should showcase the reporter's dedication, 

thoroughness and talent, and reflect the reporter's ability to go above and beyond. 

Judges should consider community impact, style, quality of writing and enterprise and overall completeness of coverage. 

 

# # # 

 


